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How has travel blogging helped you connect 
with others?

Jodi:�7HFKQRORJ\�DOORZV�XV�WR�VOLGH�LQ�
VLGHZD\V�LQWR�H[LVWLQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV��WR�NQRZ�
WKDW�WKH\�HYHQ�H[LVW��%HIRUH�,�JR�WR�D�FRXQWU\��
�OO�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�RWKHUV�RQ�WUDYHO�EORJJHUۑ,
JURXSV�RQ�)DFHERRN��2QFH��,�KDG�WKH�KLFFXSV�
LQ�WKH�DLUSRUW�LQ�.XZDLW�DQG�WZHHWHG�DV�
PXFK��WZR�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�VRPHRQH�ZDONHG�XS�
WR�PH��KDYLQJ�VHHQ�WKH�DLUSRUWۑV�KDVKWDJ�DQG�
QRWLFHG�WKDW�,�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�SHUVRQ�KLFFXSLQJ�
LQ�WKH�FRUQHU��

Jaime:�,ۑYH�KDG�UHDGHUV�ZKRۑYH�UHDFKHG�RXW�
WR�PH��2QH�JLUO�UHDG�RQ�P\�EORJ�WKDW�,�ZDV�
FRPLQJ�WR�*HUPDQ\�DQG�HPDLOHG�PH�WR�VD\۔��,�
KDYH�DQ�H[WUD�URRP��\RXۑUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�VWD\�
ZLWK�PHە��,W�VRXQGV�ZHLUG��EXW�LW�UHDOO\�LVQۑW��

leah:�,۔�RਯFH�KRSە�ZKLFK�PHDQV�,ۑOO�VHW�XS�
D�WHPSRUDU\�RਯFH�IRU�WZR�WR�WKUHH�PRQWKV�

LQ�D�QHZ�FRXQWU\��ZRUNLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\�
DQG�H[SORULQJ�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJV�RU�ZHHNHQGV��
ौLV�IRUFHV�PH�WR�OLYH�OLNH�D�ORFDO��VR�JHिLQJ�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IURP�SHRSOH�ZKR�WUDYHO�
OLNH�,�GR��OLNH�RWKHU�EORJJHUV��LV�UHDOO\�KHOSIXO�
LQ�JHिLQJ�P\�EHDULQJV��,W�VKRUWHQV�WKH�
OHDUQLQJ�FXUYH�

Ayesha:�,WۑV�WRXJK�WR�PDNH�IULHQGV�LQ�D�QHZ�
FRXQWU\��EXW�KDYLQJ�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�ZLWK�
RWKHU�EORJJHUV�FHUWDLQO\�KHOSV��0RQWKV�D़HU�,�
KDG�PRYHG�WR�+R�&KL�0LQK�&LW\��,�VWLOO�KDGQۑW�
H[SORUHG�YHU\�PXFK��$OVR��EHLQJ�0XVOLP��
,�IRXQG�LW�KDUG�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�ZDV�HDWLQJ�
VLQFH�WKHUH�VHHPV�WR�EH�SRUN�LQ�MXVW�DERXW�
HYHU\WKLQJ�KHUH��%XW�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�
EORJJHUV�OHG�WR�P\�ਭUVW�VWUHHW�IRRG�H[SHULHQFH�

How often do you search out other bloggers 
in a new country?

James:�,�ZDV�LQ�&DPERGLD�WZR�ZHHNV�DJR�

Find out how a passion for traveling and technology 
brought a group of eclectic personalities together
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DQG�VSHQW�PRVW�RI�P\�WLPH�ZLWK�IHOORZ�
EORJJHUV��$�PRQWK�EHIRUH�WKDW��,�ZDV�LQ�
ौDLODQG�DQG�LW�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��

leah:�,�QRUPDOO\�ਭQG�PXWXDO�IULHQGV�WKURXJK�
)DFHERRN�DQG�7ZLिHU�DV�ZHOO��LQ�FRXQWULHV�
ZKHUH�,ۑOO�EH�JRLQJ��

Barbara:�,�VHDUFK�RXW�WUDYHO�EORJJHUV�DQG�
WUDYHOHUV�LQ�JHQHUDO��3HRSOH�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�PH�
DV�ZHOO��,�PLJKW�JLYH�WKHP�DGYLFH�OLNH۔��'RQۑW�
VWD\�DW�WKDW�KRWHO��LWۑV�KRUULEOH�DQG�IDU�DZD\�
IURP�HYHU\WKLQJە��$�IDPLO\�ZLWK�WKUHH�NLGV�
UHFHQWO\�FRQWDFWHG�PH�DQG�WKH\ۑUH�JRLQJ�WR�
HQG�XS�VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�XV�WKLV�ZHHN��/RWV�RI�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ�EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�D�
EORJ��

How weird is it to meet up with people who 
seem to know you but that you’ve never 
actually met face-to-face?

Barbara:�,�GRQۑW�WKLQN�LWۑV�ZHLUG�DW�DOO��7DNH�
WRQLJKWۑV�PHHW�XS��,�NQHZ�-RGL�DQG�-DPHV�
IURP�&KLDQJ�0DL�WKURXJK�RWKHU�EORJJHUV��-RGL�
URXQGHG�XS�VRPH�IULHQGV��LQFOXGLQJ�(PLO\��RQH�
RI�KHU�UHDGHUV�DQG�-DLPH��DQG�KH�EURXJKW�DORQJ�
D�IULHQG�KH�KDG�ਭUVW�PHW�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��/HDK�
FRQWDFWHG�PH�YLD�7ZLिHU�WR�VD\۔��/HWۑV�PHHW�XSە��
,W�KDSSHQHG�UHDOO\�RUJDQLFDOO\�

Jodi:�ौHUHۑV�DQ�XQVSRNHQ�VHOI�LPSRVHG�
V\VWHP�RI�FKHFNV�DQG�EDODQFHV�ZLWK
PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�WUDYHO�EORJJHUV��EHFDXVH�
ZHۑUH�DOO�SDUW�RI�D�QLFKH�JURXS��1R�VWUDQJH
H[SHULHQFHV�WR�VSHDN�RI�

leah:�,�WKLQN�EORJJHUV�DUH�XVHG�WR�WDONLQJ�
DERXW�WKHPVHOYHV��$QG�WUDYHOHUV�LQ�JHQHUDO�
VHHP�WR�EH�PRUH�UHOD[HG�DQG�IUHH�ZLWK�
WKHLU�WLPH��$QG�ZKHQ�\RXۑYH�FRPH�WR�WKH�
UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�\RX�GRQۑW�ZDQW�D�QRUPDO���
WR����DQG�PHHW�RWKHUV�ZKR�IHHO�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��
WKHUHۑV�DQ�LQVWDQW�FRQQHFWLRQ�

What makes blogger connections unique?

Jodi:�%HFDXVH�ZHۑUH�IURP�WKH�VDPH�LQGXVWU\��
WKHUH�LV�D�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�LQ�ZRUOGYLHZ��$V�
D�UHVXOW��,�ਭQG�P\VHOI�VNLSSLQJ�WKH�UHJXODU�
LQWURGXFWRU\�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�MXPS�VWUDLJKW�LQWR�
WKH�JRRG�VWXਬ��<RX�DOUHDG\�KDYH�RQH�WKLQJ�
LQ�FRPPRQ�DQG�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�VR�HDV\�WR�ਭQG�
RXW�\RX�KDYH�RWKHU�WKLQJV�LQ�FRPPRQ��<RX�
DOVR�QHYHU�KDYH�WR�H[SODLQ�RU�MXVWLI\�\RXU�
OLIH�FKRLFHV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�\RX�ZRXOG�WR�
PDQ\�RWKHU�SHRSOH�\RX�PHHW��,WۑV�D�GLਬHUHQW�
G\QDPLF�

Jaime:�<HDK��,WۑV�DV�LI�\RX�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�
VRPHRQH��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�\RXۑYH�EHHQ�IROORZLQJ�
WKHLU�EORJ�IRU�\HDUV��,WۑV�DOPRVW�OLNH�ZH�OLYH�
LQ�WKUHH�GLਬHUHQW�ZRUOGV��WKHUHۑV�WKH�ZRUOG�
EDFN�KRPH��WKH�WUDYHO�EORJJHU�ZRUOG��DQG�WKH�
FLW\�\RXۑUH�FXUUHQWO\�LQ��

Are these types of internet-spawned 
friendships “real”?

leah:�'HਭQLWHO\��:KHQ�\RX�KDYH�D�VKDUHG�
FRQQHFWLRQ��WKHQ�WKDWۑV�ZRUWK�PRUH�WKDQ�
���GULQNV�LQ�D�EDU�VRPHZKHUH��$़HU�WKH�
FROOHJH�\HDUV��LW�PD\�WDNH�\HDUV�WR�IRUP�D�
FORVH�IULHQGVKLS��%XW�ZLWK�IHOORZ�WUDYHOHUV�

RU�EORJJHUV��\RX�VKDUH�PRUH�LQWHQVH��
VSRQWDQHRXV�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDQ�LI�\RX�KDG�PHW�
UDQGRPO\��<RXۑUH�DOUHDG\�VHYHUDO�VWHSV�PRUH�
FRQQHFWHG�WKDQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�SHUVRQ��

Ayeshah: ,WۑV�OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�IULHQGVKLS��,�
WKLQN��6RPH�SHRSOH�DUH�RQO\�XVHG�WR�VKDULQJ�
VXSHUਭFLDOO\��7R�WDNH�LW�WR�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�DQG�
DFWXDOO\�GHYHORS�IULHQGVKLSV��D�ORW�GHSHQGV�
RQ�WKH�FXOWXUH�WKH�EORJJHU�FRPHV�IURP�

Jodi:�,�MXVW�PHW�-DLPH�WKH�RWKHU�GD\��EXW�
ZHۑYH�VLQFH�KDG�OXQFK�DQG�GLQQHU
WRJHWKHU��DQG�QRZ�ZHۑUH�KHUH��,I�WKDW�
KDSSHQHG�EDFN�KRPH��\RXۑG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG
D�VWDONHU��3OXV��LWۑV�FRPPRQ�WR�VHH�WKH�VDPH�
SHRSOH�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ��(YHU\�WLPH��LWۑV�D�
PLQL�IDPLO\�UHXQLRQ�ZLWK�HYHU\RQH�EULQJLQJ
VRPHRQH�QHZ�WR�WKH�WDEOH��,WۑV�ZRQGHUIXO�WR�
EH�SHUSHWXDOO\�H[SDQGLQJ�\RXU�FLUFOHV
RI�IULHQGV��PHHWLQJ�QHZ�SHRSOH�DQG�
GHHSHQLQJ�WKH�IULHQGVKLSV�\RX�DOUHDG\�KDYH�

7UDYHOLQJ�RU�PRYLQJ�WR�D�QHZ�FRXQWU\�RࡄHQ�
LQFOXGHV�D�GLडFXOW�DGMXVWPHQW�SHULRG��टOOHG�
ZLWK�GDXQWLQJ�REVWDFOHV�WR�RYHUFRPH��SRVVLEO\�
LQFOXGLQJ�D�ODQJXDJH�EDUULHU��QDYLJDWLQJ�
XQIDPLOLDU�VWUHHWV�RU�VLPSO\�NQRZLQJ�ZKHUH�
WR�HDW�RU�VKRS��ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�
FRQQHFW�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZLWK�VKDUHG�LQWHUHVWV�
FDQ�EH�D�WUHPHQGRXV�KHOS�LQ�JHࡇLQJ�DGMXVWHG�
DQG�PLQLPL]LQJ�ORQHOLQHVV�DQG�KRPHVLFNQHVV��
�LV�VSDFH�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�IHDWXULQJ�YDULRXVࡋ
VSHFLDO�LQWHUHVW�JURXSV�DURXQG�WKH�FLW\��VRPH�
WUDGLWLRQDO�DQG�RWKHUV�QRW�DV�PXFK�VR�
:RXOG�\RXU�FOXE�OLNH�WR�EH�IHDWXUHG�LQ�WKLV�

FROXPQ"�(PDLO�XV�DW�FOXEV#RLYLHWQDP�FRP 

JaimeJames Jodi


